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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At St Augustine’s, our music curriculum is broad, dynamic, and designed to ignite
creativity, confidence, and musicianship in every child. It aligns closely with the Model
Music Curriculum (March 2021), ensuring high-quality, progressive teaching across
Key Stages 1 and 2.

Music lessons are delivered weekly (45—-60 minutes per session) using the Get Set 4
Music scheme. This comprehensive programme supports pupils in developing key
musical skills — listening, composing, performing, and appraising — while
progressively introducing technical vocabulary such as tempo, dynamics, timbre,
texture, pitch, and structure.

Each year group experiences a carefully sequenced progression of musical learning,
covering a wide variety of styles and traditions — from classical and folk to jazz and
world music. Pupils also gain hands-on experience with tuned and untuned percussion,




recorders, glockenspiels, and ukuleles, helping them to apply theoretical understanding
to practical performance.

The curriculum is fully inclusive, ensuring that all pupils, including those with SEND,
can access and enjoy music. Lessons incorporate adaptive resources, differentiated
tasks, and, where needed, assistive technology. Teachers use visual notation systems
and scaffolded composition tasks to support all learners in developing musical literacy
and creative expression.

Part B: Co-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Music at St Augustine’s extends far beyond the classroom. Pupils have frequent
opportunities to perform, collaborate, and celebrate their musical growth.

Whole-class ensemble teaching is a central feature of our curriculum, where pupils
learn to play tuned and untuned percussion, recorders, and glockenspiels, developing
ensemble awareness and rhythmic accuracy. These sessions encourage children to
work together musically, listening carefully to one another and performing with
confidence.

Singing remains an essential part of school life. Pupils sing regularly in assemblies,
Masses, and liturgical celebrations, developing vocal technique and musical
confidence. Lessons focus on key vocal skills such as pitch control, phrasing, breath
support, diction, and harmony, enabling pupils to perform expressively and accurately.

A highlight of our co-curricular offer is the St Augustine’s Choir Club, which is free and
open to all pupils who enjoy singing. Choir rehearsals are held weekly, and pupils
explore a diverse repertoire — from traditional hymns and gospel music to
contemporary and seasonal songs. The choir performs at a range of school and
community events throughout the year, providing pupils with valuable performance
experience and a sense of pride in representing the school.

Each year, our Year 6 choir is invited to perform in Hoddesdon town, taking part in
local community events and celebrations. This experience gives pupils the chance to
perform in a professional setting, develop stage presence, and connect with the wider
community through music.

The school also collaborates with Rocksteady Music School, offering pupils the chance
to form bands and perform contemporary pieces on instruments such as electric guitar,
keyboard, and drums. These band sessions promote teamwork, rhythm, timing, and




confidence in live performance. At the end of each term, Rocksteady bands perform a
concert for the whole school, celebrating their achievements and musical progress.

Each class also has the opportunity to perform their Get Set 4 Music piece at the end
of every term, showcasing their progress in reading notation, playing in time, and
performing as an ensemble. Pupils from Years 4 to 6 also participate in Voice in a
Million, a large-scale concert that celebrates the joy of collective singing, encouraging
teamwork, discipline, and enthusiasm for music.

Part C. Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Music at St Augustine’s is embedded in the school’s culture, offering rich and varied
experiences that bring learning to life and celebrate pupils’ creativity.

Singing plays a central role in daily assemblies and liturgical celebrations, where pupils
unite through hymns and worship songs that reflect the school’s Catholic ethos. Pupils
also take part in seasonal concerts, nativities, and school productions, which
encourage performance confidence, teamwork, and creativity.

A highlight of the school year is our St Augustine’s Musical Talent Show, where pupils
are invited to showcase their musical abilities — from singing and instrumental
performances to small group ensembles and original compositions. The event
celebrates individuality, creativity, and courage, providing all children with the
opportunity to perform in front of a supportive audience and gain recognition for their
musical talents.

Our partnership with Rocksteady Music School continues to offer weekly band
sessions, giving children hands-on experience of playing contemporary instruments
and performing together. One Pupil Premium place is fully subsidised each term to
ensure that all pupils have access to this enriching opportunity. Rocksteady bands
perform at the end of every term in a celebratory concert for the whole school
community.

The school choir is open to all pupils and meets weekly to rehearse a diverse
repertoire of songs. Choir members perform at school and community events, including
local concerts and liturgical celebrations, enhancing pupils’ stage presence and
confidence. While participation in the choir is free, families cover travel or ticket costs
for external events.

To broaden pupils’ exposure to live music, we are developing links with Hertfordshire
Music Service and other local organisations to organise visits to professional concerts
and workshops. These opportunities allow pupils to experience live performance




across different genres and deepen their appreciation of music as both an art form and
a means of expression.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

Our vision for the future of music at St Augustine’s is to build on our strong foundation
and create even richer opportunities for musical exploration and excellence.

We aim to:

- Deepen pupils’ understanding of notation and composition, introducing stave
notation and rhythmic dictation progressively from Key Stage 1 onwards.

- Strengthen staff confidence and subject knowledge through continued
professional development and resources from Get Set 4 Music and
Hertfordshire Music Service.

- Expand instrumental provision, offering pupils opportunities to explore keyboard
and percussion workshops in addition to ukulele.

- Develop a stronger culture of live performance, with more in-school concerts,
joint school collaborations, and visits to professional venues.

- Integrate digital music-making using accessible technology for composing and
sequencing simple melodies and rhythms.

Through these initiatives, St Augustine’s will continue to nurture pupils who not only
perform with confidence and joy but also think, listen, and create with musical
understanding and technical awareness.




