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MISSION STATEMENT

We come to school to Live : and learn happily together

by lowving ourselies and each other as Jesus taught us.

Introduction

As the UK is becoming an enver increasing multicultural society, we have a duty
to prc/\ridz our children mith an undzrﬁtandu\g 0} other cultures and
languages. Our local and school community has a large range o} multiculiural
and bLLLngual }umilizﬁ in it. We aim to celebrate this and support the children's
denvelopment in understanding and valuing the importance o} diversity. The
Modern Fcrzlgn Languugz (MFL) prowvision at St Augu/it‘uua'/s Prlmar% School is
designed fo reflect this and also takes into consideration the primary MFL
entitlement as set out in the National Curriculum Q0Ik.

Our aims o} Modern Foreign Language teaching are:

e That Languugz J_z,qrn)ux,g is inclusirve and znéa%ablz }01‘ all.

e The main language we study is Italian.

e Children are exposed to different languages and cultures Jrom Reception
up to Year 6.

e Italian is taught Jrom year | to year 6 by a specialist language teacher.

¢ The curriculum also encompasses learning abhout Italian life and culture.

Rationale ﬂlcr tzachin% lnn%ua%z,s

Language Learning supports communication, speaking and Llistening skills and
Literacy. Children spend most o) their time in language lessons speaking,
listening and interacting mith each other This improsves their abhility to Jocus
and share ideas in all areas o} the curriculum.

Language learning also stimulates children's creativity Children enjoy taking
an active part in languagz lessons. Thz}é join in mw-ith singing, reciting rh%m,e/s
and poems, and respond to stories. They play games, take turns and experiment
creatively with Language.

Language Learning supports and celebrates an international co-operation and
builds links Jor the children mwith people Jrom all across the world. Although
England enjoys much more linguistic diversity than in the past, it remains a
place mhere the motirvation to learn another lLanguage is affected by the
position o) English as a midely spoken, world Llanguage. This makes it even
more important that we give all children the chance to learn a language in
order to gain insights into their omn lives and those o} others arcund the



w-orld. Th;ué need the chance to learn about pznplz in other countries and
cultures and to reflect upon their omwn cultural identities and those o} other
people. Learning Italian, and learning ahout the places mrhere it is spoken, is
also intended to promote aspiration Jor travel and a broadening of lije

zmperzncz

Aims and Oh&ﬁectivzs

Our aims and objectives in teaching MFL are Jor children to:

o Foster an interest in LzarnLng another Languﬂg,@.

o Dewelop speaking and listening skills.

e Apply and develop their knomw-ledge o) languages and language learning.
e Gain enjoyment, pride and a sense o} achiesement.

o Explore their omn cultural identity and those o} others.

o Increose pzrz&onal a/spi_rati,on.

Current stalling and prowmision

The school has a specialist Italian teacher, prosvided through the Italian
Consulate, to teach Italian to each class from Year | to Year 6.

Years & 3, b and 6 have a k5-minute lesson per meek. Year | has a 30-minute
lesson per week and Year S has a |-hour lesson per week.

Teaching and Learning Styles

AL St Augu/si'u\z'/s Pri,marxé School, mvve make MFL an Lnéci&ahlz lzarnlng z/xp_zn;_enpz.
We encourage children to participate using a variety of learning strategies
thrﬂugh w-hich mre aim to build up the cnn}kdzncz QJL all children. szakkng and
listening lies at the heart o] good language teaching. Our teaching Jocuses on
deneloping the children's ability to listen and recall the words and phroses
ihz% harve been iaughi. Thzi& do record some 0} their l_zarni,ng in Italian books

but the Jocus remains on oral and rserbal communication, rather than mritten

skills.

We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range o) ahilities and
s0 w2 seek to promvide suitable learning opportunities Jor all children by

maiching the Lhallzngz 0} the task to the ahLLLb& 0} the child.

We achiese this in a rariety of ways:

e Seiting tasks mhich are open-ended and can harve a variety o) responses;

e Selting tasks o} increasing difficulty

e Somefimes grouping children by ability and setting different tasks to each
ability grouwp;

° Prnmidi_ng resOoMrces ;o-Jl di.}}zrznt znmplzmkt%, dzpzndxng on the ahilit% Ugl the
child;

e Using Italian speaking teaching assistants mhere available to support the
work o) individuals or groups o) children.



MEL Curriculum Planning

Our school Jollows the National Curriculum scheme o} work Jor MFL as the
basis Jor its curriculum planning We have adapted the National Curriculum
scheme so that the topics that the children study in MFL build wpon their prior
learning. Our structured Languages teaching begins in KSI mrhich exceeds the
National Curriculum expectation that Languages should bhe faught in all KS2

closses.

Modern Foreign Languages and Inclusion

Exvery class in St Augustine’s school contains children Jrom a mride range o}
cultural boackgrounds and abilities. We seek to promvide suitable learning
opportunities Jor all by matching the challenge o)the task to the ability ofthe
child. This means that, where appropriate, written mork mill be differentiated
acccrdkng to abil_ki:)é. MFL is, homerer, a hlghbé inclusis-e /subé‘z)ct and al_thcu,gh
the principal aim olthe teaching is to develop children's knowledge, skills and
understanding, there is also an emphasis on enjoyment. MFL is taught to all
children, mwhatener their ability and individual needs. We strive hard to meet
the needs o} those pupils wmith special educational needs, those mrith
disabilities, those mwith special gifts and talents and those learning English
as an additional Language (EAL) and mre take all reasonahle steps to achierve

this.

Assessment

Assessment in MFL is carried out by the specialist Italian teacher once a term
and communicated directly to the appropriate class teacher The assessment
rates a child according to their desvelopment mithin their year group and takes
the Jorm o) exceeding target met, working tomards.

E/x,ampl,z/s 0} the children’s mwork are in their Italian exercise books. These
demonstrate what the expected lesel o) achiersement is in MFL Jor each year

gl'.O'LL.P,.

Mcnitcring and Reriem

The MFL subject leader is responsible Jor the standard o} children’s work and
}Ur the quaiii% 0} tzaching in Italian. The mwork 0} the /subé‘_e,ct leader also
inwvolves supporting colleagues in the teaching o} languages, being informed
about current developments in the subject and prosviding a strategic lead and
direction }Ur MFL in the school. The /subézpi leader is rz/sp,on/si,hLe }or giring the
head teacher an annuwal summary report in mhich she envaluates the strengths
and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas Jor Jurther improvement.



