
St Augustine’s Catholic 
Primary School

We come to school to live and learn happily together
by loving ourselves and each other as Jesus teaches us.



Welcome to St Augustine’s Catholic Primary School



Welcome to St Augustine’s Catholic Primary School

This presentation aims to provide an introduction to our school and includes 

initial information which we hope you will find useful. Should you have any 

further questions, staff will be happy to discuss these with you.

The information in this presentation will also be included in on the school 

website.

The school website; www.staugustines.herts.sch.uk, is kept up to date with the 

latest news and events and have lots more information about our school.

http://www.staugustines.herts.sch.uk/
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Transition Day 9th July 2026

• Nursery: You and your child will have the opportunity to visit their new 
classroom. We would like you to stay during this visit so that you can 
informally meet other parents, talk to your child’s teacher and classroom 
assistant, look around the classroom and outside area in order to help 
familiarise yourself and your child with the new classroom. An email has 
already been sent with your time slot.

• Reception: Children moving up to Reception from St Augustine’s will start 
the day as usual in Nursery. Children coming from other settings have 
received an email. Please come to the side EYFS entrance at 9:30am. 
Children will be invited in from this door at this time. Pick up is at 11:30am, 
same entrance.

We are also offering an optional 10-minute video call on Tuesday 30th June (3-
4pm) and Wednesday 1st July (4-5pm). Please sign up if you wish.



On Your Child’s First Day in September

• Nursery: Wednesday 2nd and Thursday 3rd September are half days; 8:40am 

to 11:30am. Half of the children will be invited on the Wednesday and half 

on the Thursday. This will help settle the children more quickly, in a calm 

environment. Friday 4th September, will be a half day for all children. From 

Monday 7th September, normal sessions will start. Entrance is from the main 

school gate. Parents walk their children down to EYFS through the main 

playground and will be greeted by Mrs Smitham. Pick up will be from the 

EYFS side entrance.

• Reception: Reception starts at 8:40am on Wednesday 2nd September. 

Children come through the main school gate with their parents and will be 

greeted by Mrs Blackwell at the EYFS gate. They will be picked up at the gate 

at 3:10pm.



Trays and Pegs / Objects from Home

• Trays and Pegs: Children will have a labelled peg for their coat/bag as well as 

a tray for their work.

• Objects from home: We ask that all toys and personal belongings such as 

bracelets, soft toys, etc. stay at home. This is to prevent upset if things get 

lost or broken. We teach sharing and turn-taking with our own resources. 

• Dummies: are also not to be brought into Nursery for these same reasons 

and also the impact that they can have on a child’s speech. 



Uniform

At St Augustine’s, all children wear a school uniform. 

In Nursery, this consists of navy joggers or shorts, a white polo t-shirt and a yellow 

jumper. Shoes must be closed shoes (no sandals) and no laces. 

Please ensure the uniform that your child wears or brings into school, is clearly named.

The wearing of small, gold or silver plain studs in pierced ears is permitted (no coloured, 

large, decorative studs, hooped or dangly earrings); these will have to be removed or 

taped for PE. Please note staff are not permitted to remove earrings for children. 

Jewellery, e.g. neck chains, pendants, bracelets and brooches are not allowed in school 

on health & safety grounds. This also includes large hair ornaments and clips. 

Preloved uniform is available to buy.



Uniform

Hair Accessories

For reasons of safety, unusual or trendy/fashion related hairstyles including 
coloured extensions, hair pieces etc. are not acceptable, neither is gelled hair. 

Hair that is below the collar must be tied back at all times, with a plain navy or 
black hair band. 

We understand and celebrate that our children have different hair types and 
personal circumstances which may mean that their needs vary to what is 
stated above. 

If this is the case, please arrange a conversation with a member of the Senior 
Leadership Team by emailing the school office. 

In this way we can ensure all children feel recognised, respected and valued.



The uniform policy can be found on the website under uniform policy.

Reception Uniform



Lunch: At lunch time, your child can have a packed lunch prepared at home and brought 

into school, or a school dinner. All Reception and Key Stage 1 children are entitled to a 

free school meal each day. There will be a selection of different meals available each day 

for your child to choose from. Vegetarian options are always available. Please let us know 

if your child has any other dietary restrictions or requirements.

Packed Lunches: should support healthy eating. Please note that our school is a ‘nut 

free’ zone which means that all types of nuts are banned. Also note that fizzy 

drinks/sweets/chocolate are not allowed in school lunches.

Snacks: Children will receive a free piece of fruit during the day. 

Drinks: Children can bring in a water bottle that is accessible throughout the day. Please 

fill this bottle with water, no juice or fizzy drinks.

Food and Drink



Health

Staff need to be aware of your child’s medical background, in particular any 

allergies (e.g. bee stings, dairy food), any dietary restrictions (e.g. vegetarian or 

Halal) and any medical conditions that are important for us to know (e.g. 

asthma or eczema).

Children can suddenly become ill and therefore it is important that we know 
we can contact you or another adult relative/friend at all times. It is useful if 
your emergency contact lives near to school, so it may be more appropriate to 
choose a friend instead of a family member for us to contact if we cannot 
reach you.

Please ensure that the school is kept up to date with your contact details. If 
your child is unable to attend school due to illness, please use Studybugs to let 
us know.



Helping Your Child to Settle

The Government has released Guidelines about being school ready.

All information can be found on this website. 

Preparing for school - Best Start in Life

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/preparing-for-school/?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23777357255&gbraid=0AAAAAowZrskb-g1FKehRZzKgOSM53xYMm&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7MrKlvCjlAMVzJVQBh30qSOyEAAYASAAEgIWgfD_BwE&fbclid=IwdGRzaARnsfdjbGNrBGexr2V4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDDM1MDY4NTUzMTcyOAABHnVa96CoaPSsYeGpVjRh-lR4R1iVdoAYdscbQ2B7ez17C4onxyH658QQkkHh_aem_iDkbRbYDX3iE-65Xn1DOJw&sfnsn=scwspmo


Helping Your Child to Settle

Using the toilet and washing their hands
It’s best for children’s bowel and bladder health to be out of nappies by 18-30 
months, unless they have a diagnosed medical need such as a bowel or bladder 
condition. Using the toilet independently and washing their hands afterwards 
encourages self-care skills during the school day and helps them stay healthy.

Tips to try at home: Practise the routine together – wash hands after the loo, 
before meals and after playing outside. Make it fun with a short song while they 
wash.

Working on toilet training?  Find guidance and practical tips on supporting your 
child with The Potty Training Guide – Starting Reception.

https://startingreception.co.uk/potty-training/


Helping Your Child to Settle

Getting dressed
Putting on and taking off their coat and shoes helps children during 
playtime, PE or through the school day. It helps your child to establish 
routines and learn independence.

Tips to try at home: Try to give your child time to try and dress themselves in 
the morning rather than rushing to help. Velcro shoes and zip-up coats can 
make things easier while they’re building confidence.



Eating independently                                                                                                 
Eating their lunch independently helps children to make choices about their 
food and develop fine motor skills which help with lots of different activities.

Tips to try at home: Give your child plenty of chances to feed themselves 
during mealtimes, using whatever tools work for them – a spoon, fork, 
chopsticks or anything else that suits your family’s food and routine. If your 
child is likely to have a packed lunch at school, practise opening their lunchbox 
and unwrapping packaging at home. Encouraging independence at the table is 
what matters most.

Helping Your Child to Settle



Communicating their wants and needs                                                                      
Letting an adult know if they need help, feel unwell, are thirsty or need the 
toilet is really important for your child’s wellbeing at school.

Tips to try at home: Help your child practise expressing their needs in the way 
that works for them – whether that’s saying or signing “I need a drink”, pointing 
to a picture card, or using a communication device. You can also help them 
begin to express how they’re feeling: ‘Are you feeling thirsty? Tired? Scared?’ – 
again, in whatever way feels natural for your child.

Remember: Every child communicates differently, verbal or non-verbal. Some 
children use signs, symbols, pictures or devices – whatever works for your child 
is brilliant. Let their school know what works best so they can support them 
from day one.

Helping Your Child to Settle



Helping Your Child to Settle

Listening to and following simple instructions
Listening to an adult and following a simple instruction – like ‘put your bag on 
the peg” is a really useful skill for your child to develop.

Tips to try at home: Play games where you ask them to copy your actions: 
‘Can you touch your toes?’, or give your child one or two instructions as part 
of a daily routine: ‘Can you get your shoes and wait by the door?’ Praise them 
when they listen well, however that looks for your child.

Remember: Some children find processing instructions tricky, or may respond 
better to visual cues, gestures or a gentle touch alongside words. Whatever 
helps your child understand and feel confident is the right approach.



Helping Your Child to Settle

Interacting happily with others
Feeling at ease around other children and adults helps your child settle into 
school life and begin to form friendships.

Tips to try at home: Give your child opportunities to spend time with other 
children – at playgroups, the park or with family friends. Don’t worry if they 
aren’t talking to other children; just being around others and playing 
alongside them builds confidence over time. Follow their lead.

Remember: Some children take longer to feel comfortable interacting with 
unfamiliar adults or children, and that’s completely normal. Let their school 
know how your child tends to approach new situations so staff can support 
them gently from day one.



Helping Your Child to Settle

Sharing and taking turns
Beginning to share and take turns helps children play with others, understand the 
need to wait for instructions and feel part of a group.

Tips to try at home: Look for natural opportunities during play – board games, 
building together, or passing a ball back and forth. Keep it light and playful. 
Learning to wait and share takes time, and it’s a skill that develops gradually.



One of our key roles in EYFS is to work in partnership with parents to help 
children develop their independence and resilience.

We encourage children to have a go at tasks for themselves before seeking adult 
help. Through gentle support and modelling, we teach important self-help skills 
such as putting on and taking off coats, tidying away toys and resources, and 
managing their belongings.

We also provide children with a range of age-appropriate challenges, both 
academic and physical, to help them build confidence, perseverance, and 
problem-solving skills. By experiencing challenges and learning that it is okay not 
to succeed straight away, children develop the resilience they need for future 
learning and life experiences.

Developing Independence and Resilience



As part of this approach, we do not automatically provide a plaster or ice pack for 
every minor bump or scrape. We encourage children to assess how they are 
feeling and build coping skills for small setbacks. 

However, head injuries are always treated very seriously, and parents will be 
informed by email if a head bump occurs. A red band on your child’s wrist alerts 
you to the time of the head bump.

Developing Independence and Resilience



Useful Websites

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cx1lpm3ve37t

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/is-your-
child-school-ready

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/cx1lpm3ve37t
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/is-your-child-school-ready
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/is-your-child-school-ready


Special Book

Over the Summer, please create a ‘Special Book’ which shows your child’s interests, 
family information and anything your child wants to tell us. Contents you may want 
to include are photos of family members and pets, information about favourite toys, 
favourite books and activities that your child likes to take part in. 

The Special Book can be in the form of a photo book, scrap book or a notebook. This 
will be continually available for your child to access within class. It is an important 
tool to encourage your child to share about themselves with staff, but more 
importantly, with their new friends.



School Website

There will be a PowerPoint on our school website for you to look at with your child 

over the summer holidays. This will have photos of the classrooms and outside area 

so that your child can become familiar with their new environment.  

We hope that this presentation is useful. Should you have any questions, please feel 

free to speak to a member of staff. 

We aim to ensure that your children’s experience in Nursery and Reception is a happy 

and rewarding one. We look forward to working with both you and your children.
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